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Pep Rally Rocks, 99JAMZ

 With its recent 36-0 win 
against the Cooper City  Cowboys, 
McArthur’s HerdBoyz solidified its 
position as a team on its way to a 
state title.
 The current streak has them 
ranked 7th in the state and 5th in the 
7A division. 
 “The kids who played under 
the previous coach are graduating 
and now we’re getting more kids,” 
said Head Coach LaRon Culpep-
per. “Now the kids that are coming 
in know what I expect. This team is 
headed in the right direction.”
 As a result, the undefeated 
team is playing games that have 

Herdboyz Remain Undefeated, 
Ranked 7th in Florida

crowds on their feet. 
 For example, the home-
coming game against division rival 
South Broward Bulldogs ended in a 
dangerously close 24-21 win.
 The game, which featured 
many lead changes, was an intense 
one where the outcome was hard to 
predict. However, the coaches were 
confident the win was theirs.   
 “We should have won by 
30 points. We need to get healthier 
because we’re on a mission to stay 
undefeated this season,” said Coach 
Joseph Villar.
 The Bulldogs struck first 
during the game taking a 7-0 lead, 
but McArthur countered with a 
safety, a field goal, and a touch-
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down giving the Herdboyz an 11-7 
lead.
 Following this, Mustang 
Quarterback Deon Jones ran in a 
touchdown which handed McAr-
thur a 17-7 edge. Unfortunately, the 
Bulldogs matched with two touch-
downs of their own giving them a 
21-17 advantage. This forced the 
Mustangs to score a touchdown if 
they wanted the victory which came 
late in the game.
 Then defensive back Steven 
Evans intercepted South Broward’s  
ball to ensure the win.
 The loss dropped the Bull-
dogs to 3-1 and put the Mustangs in 
first place in the district.
 “The support of everyone 

helped us come out with the victory. 
The band motivated us greatly, and 
our loyal fans were in attendance,” 
said Desmond Branton.

 The Homecoming Pep Ral-
ly not only boasted music by 99 
JAMZ, but also the return of the 
Extreme Dance Team and special 
presentations by FirstAbility and 
Beauty Anatomy.
 The Extreme Dance Team 
(Formerly known as the Untouch-
ables) put on their first live show 
in almost two years. Using Alice in 
Wonderland as its theme, the dance 

not only featured the moves 
they are known for, but also 
some acting as well. 
 “The dance was really good. 
The dancers were really in 
sync. I wanted to see them 
do it again,” said senior Jus-
tin Pollack.
The Mustang cheerleaders 
flew through the air and Ex-
press the Arts (ETA) showed 
off its artistic side with a 

dance presentation.
“It’s nice to see how much they’ve 
grown, and I really liked their cos-
tumes,” said senior Janee Russell. 
Attendees also got to listen to an 
impromptu singing contest that in-
cluded Jaida Cutino singing “Good 
Morning Baltimore,” Vincent Desir 
singing “I Can’t Help But Wait,” 
and Nyah Sweeting singing “Are 

You That Somebody.”
“Everyone who performed provid-
ed energy for the crowd, and helped 
to hype the audience up for the up-
coming game against South Bro-
ward,” said Ja’quawantay Welch.
99 JAMZ, led by DJ Nails and DJ 
Nasty, provided the music and local 
Miami artist Lil’ Dred performed 
too.
 “99 JAMZ was a pleasant 
surprise, and Lil Dred’s perfor-
mance was electrifying. It was cool 
to see a local artist perform,” said 
Emmanuel Joseph.
FirstAbility, another event sponsor, 
was founded by former NFL play-
ers Jerome and Stockar McDougle 
to equip youth with tools and strat-
egies to be successful in and after 
high school. 

Deon Jones



2 Features

 Interested in creating a ro-
bot that can be controlled and pro-
gramed to complete a task? The 
Mechanical Mustangs, the robotics 
team, gives students that chance.
 Students can design the 
robot, link the machine parts, pro-
gram it, and give it instructions to 
complete a task. 
 The club has a variety of ar-
eas students can work in, including 
designing, building, programming, 
and marketing. Students will learn 
different skills, how to work as part 
of a team, and professional commu-
nication skills.
 This group has been oper-
ating for five years and each year 
becomes better at winning competi-
tions. 
 “Winning a competition 
doesn’t really have a monetary 
value but it certainly gives you rec-
ognition,” said Mr. Robert Derrick, 
club advisor.
 The MMR competes in a ro-
botics league called F.I.R.S.T.- For 
Inspiration and Recognition of Sci-
ence and Technology. This league 
allows students to compete in small 
and regional competitions.
 So far, the team has won an 
offseason competition called Pan-

ther Prowl and the Orlando regional 
competition. 
 “Winning this competition 
opened a spot for the Mechanical 
Mustangs to compete in Worlds, 
which took place in St. Louis,” said 
Mr. Derrick.
 In Worlds, the best robotics 
teams from 25 countries throughout 
the world came to compete for a to-
tal of 594 teams.
 However, although winning 
competitions is a goal for this club, 
it isn’t the team’s main goal.   
 “The team’s main goal is 
to teach students how to use tools 
and machines safely and teach them 
how to program those machines. I 
also want to teach students the im-
portance of teamwork and responsi-
bility,” said Mr. Derrick.
 For example, the team has 
to demonstrate improvement to its 
sponsors in order to receive money 
for competitions. Some sponsors 
provide mentors and assist the stu-
dents in many areas.
 “If you’re interested in pur-
suing any type of career; this will 
be a great club to join because we 
work on skills that will help you in 
the future,” said Mr. Derrick. 
 If interested, please see Mr. 
Derrick after school in room 705.

Club Corner
Christopher Castro

Staff Writer

Dates to Remember:
October:
16 - College fair
18 - deadline for mailed registration for Nov. 5 SAT
20 - Job fair
22 - ACT testing
25 - Deadline to register online or by phone for 
 Nov.  5 SAT
27 - Early release
28 - No school (Employee planning)
November:
3 - Deadline to register for Dec. 3 SAT
4 - Deadline to register for Dec. 10 ACT
8 - No school (employee planning)
11 - No school
17 - Report cards issued

Who’s Who?
 Confused about who 
does what, or where? Here’s a 
quick round-up. Hope it helps.
Freshmen
Asst. Principal- 
Mr. Thomas Correll, rm 914
Guidance Counselor- 
Ms. Chantal Morhaim
Sophomores
Asst. Principal- 
Ms. Arnita Williams, rm 408
Guidance Counselor- 
Ms. Shalonda Griggs
Juniors
Asst. Principal- 
Ms. JoAnn Ruiz, main office 
next to clinic
Guidance Counselor- 
Ms. Nicole Sciarretti
Seniors
Asst. Principal- 
Dr. Susan Robinson, 
 guidance office
Guidance Counselor- 
Ms. Giselle Carlo
BRACE Advisor - 
Ms. Pamela Aiken, rm 805

 Congratulations to the 
members of NHS for putting 
together memorable events to 
celebrate Peace Week. Students 
got to put messages of peace and 
ribbons on a tree, make a peace 
promise by painting their hands 
and leaving an imprint on a 
peace poster, and wearing white. 
NHS members also gave out 
Peace Pinwheels to remember 
the event. 

Peace Week
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From the Principal’s Desk

Welcome back Mustang Parents, Students, and Faculty!  

  As we embark on yet another school year, students find themselves dealing with 
two changes to their daily schedule.  The first change includes a transition from a straight 
seven-period to an A/B eight-period block schedule. The second change is the integration of a 
personalization period. 
The A/B Schedule
  The move to the A/B schedule lengthened the overall period from 50 minutes to 
90 minutes.  
  This transition to a longer period benefits both students and teachers. An immedi-
ate benefit to students and teachers is the time for students to do full science labs, which had 
to be broken up into a couple of days on the previous year’s 50-minute block. Another benefit 
is that teachers have more time to get more in-depth with the lesson of the day. As a result, 
teachers can really focus their lesson plans to meet the needs of all students. Another benefit is 
that students now have more time in class to receive assistance from the teacher on their daily 

classwork/homework. Finally, because a class only occurs once every two days, students can manage their time to do their homework over that same 
two day period.  
The Personalization Period
  Also new to the schedule is the integration of a personalization period, also known as a study hall period. Since many students at 
McArthur carry a full load of classes, the personalization period assists them with time management.  Students can use the period to do homework, 
classwork, or, if a student was absent, allow a student to make-up work.  Students can also take advantage of having the assistance of a teacher pres-
ent during that period. Even if teachers are unable to assist the student with the specific subject area, they will be able to point the students in the 
right direction to receive the help they need. Likewise, on the previous year’s schedule, students were constantly interrupted during their classes to do 
school-wide surveys, etc. With the implementation of the personalization period however, staff can now push-in to these classes eliminating taking 
time to do school-wide programs, district initiatives, surveys, etc. that were previously done in core classes. Finally, the personalization period is also 
a time for teachers to collaborate with students to inform the student about the various supports (tutoring schedules, guidance assistance, etc.) that are 
available to students.
 While it may take time for students to adjust to the changes to the schedule, I strongly believe students and teachers will ultimately reap the 
benefits because of these changes.
  Principal Todd J. LaPace

 This year, 21 Broward 
County high schools have under-
gone the transition to block sched-
uling.
      One reason behind the 
switch is to eliminate teacher and 
student stress. Teachers don’t have 
to teach six classes a day anymore, 
and students only get three to four 
classes worth of homework.
  Michael Rettig, a profes-
sor at James Madison University,  
and Lynn Canady, a professor at 
University of Virginia, in an article 
entitled “All Around the Block” ex-
plains that this is more ideal. They 
say having longer class periods pre-
vents instruction from becoming 
fragmented, promoting memory re-
tention.
 Instead of spending 50 min-
utes in a class, students now engage 
in 90 minute blocks. 
 The change has seen posi-
tive results both for teachers and 
students. 
 Spanish teacher Dr. Janet 
Otero claims that her Spanish stu-
dents benefit from the extra flex-
ibility. She also says that she now 

has more time to grade papers and 
focus on lesson plans.
 However, there are still 
some cons to block scheduling.
      Many parents have pointed 
out that their kids have trouble fo-
cusing during longer classes.  Oth-
ers say that it is too expensive for 
budget constraints.
       Furthermore, block sched-
uling may not be permanent. The 
district only intends to keep it in 
place if it proves to be effective.
 Another change in this 
year’s schedule is study hall. For 
every full two-day rotation, students 
now have one 90 minute block set 
aside for personal and academic 
needs, something many schools are 
opting for because of the benefits. 
 A University of Notre Dame 
study indicates that all students, 
athletes in particular, benefit great-
ly. Sixty nine percent of student 
athletes attending a Tallahassee 
high school agreed that study hall 
allowed them to finish their home-
work more often. Ninety percent of 
coaches said the same. One athlete 
even mentioned that having a study 
hall made it easier to get help.

      McArthur students and 
teachers seem to have a similar re-
sponse.
 “Study hall helps me get my 
online class done because I don’t 
have time to do it anywhere else,” 
said senior Kobe Hunter.
 “I don’t get home until re-
ally late so study hall lets me do my 
homework,” said senior Camille 
Montano. 
      SGA (Student Government 
Association) teacher Brittany Bau-
man says that study hall is especial-
ly beneficial to seniors applying to 
and preparing for college.
      There are, however, still 
some who are strongly opposed to 
it.
       Science teacher Thierry Vic-
tor argued that students should be 
taking another class so they could 
potentially graduate early.
 Either way, the block is pro-
visional. Results will be measured 
later in the year and teachers will be 
able to vote it down if they choose 
to for the 2017-2018 school year. 

Block Scheduling 
Benefits Students

Ariana Boland
Staff Writer

Ayna Alves
Diane Betancourt
Laura Castaneda
Darian Cherrez
Nyasia Cisneros
Alejandro Cousin
William Diaz
Amanda DiCarlo
Nanette Govendor
Nicole Guzman
Natalie Kordish
Kenneth Lewis
Jaylanie Lopez
Fernando Parra
Christian Passley
Sarah Petrlak
Amity Porto
Antonio Rios
Kaylee Sullivan
Jerome Walker
Tatyanna Walker
William Yu

Students 
of the 
Month
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Welcome Aboard New Mustangs

FUN FACTS
 Mrs.Jean-Baptiste is ambidextrous, which means 
she can use both hands in the same way.
Mrs. Khan-Ghany’s children are McA grads.
   Ms. Merchant played softball in college.
Mr. Mirambeau has lived all over the world.
 Ms. Duncan has eight siblings. 
Mr. Moorer played at the Grammy’s with Kanye West 
and Jamie Foxx. 
 Mr. Cain likes hockey.
Ms. Paschal-Binns likes to visit new places every year.
   Ms. Moran sometimes sings jingles.
Mr. Canter used to be a reporter.

 McArthur High School wel-
comes not one, not two, but 14 new 
faculty members, two of whom are 
first time teachers.
 English teacher, Mrs. Jes-
sica Jean-Baptiste graduated from 
the University of South Florida. She 
has been teaching for four years.
 Algebra teacher, Mrs. Nai-
ma Khan-Ghany graduated from 
FIU and has been teaching for 23 
years. 
 Critical Thinking teacher, 
Ms. Leann Merchant graduated 

f r o m 
S t . 
J o h n 
Fisher 
in New 
Y o r k 
and has  
b e e n 
teach-
ing for 
f o u r 
years.  

 English teacher, Mr. Waldo 
Mirambeau graduated from FIU 
and Walden University. He has been 
teaching for 10 years.
 Biology teacher, Ms. Aun-
drea Duncan graduated from Bos-
ton State University and this is her 
first teaching assignment. 

 Testing Coordina-
tor, Mr. Neal Cain gradu-
ated from Canisius Col-
lege in Buffalo, New York. 
He taught Social Science 
for 17 years.
 Literacy Coach, Mrs. 
Heather Paschal-Binns graduated 
from FIU and taught reading for 12 
years. “I look forward to learning the 
McA way and definitely getting the 

h i g h 
school 
experi-
ence.”
 Eng-
l i s h 
teach-
e r , 
Mr. J. 
C h r i s 
Canter 
gradu-
a t e d 

from Georgia University and has 
been teaching for 12 years. 
 Science teacher, Mrs. 
Giselle Conty-Moran graduated 
from Nova Southeastern Univer-
sity and has been teaching for four 
years.  
 Critical Thinking teacher, 
M r . 
P h i l -
l i p s 
P e r e z 
gradu-
a t e d 
f r o m 
F I U . 
He has 
j u s t 
started 
teach-
i n g 
on the first day of school! “I look 
ahead to having my students think 

critically and solve problems on the 
fly!”
 Band Director, Mr. Charles 
Moorer got his bachelors at FAMU 
and his masters at FSU. He has been 
teaching for 6 years. “ I look forward 
to expanding the band in terms of 
growth, numbers, and knowledge. I 
also want band to become the pride 
and heart of the community.”
 English teacher, Mrs. Su-
zette Reyes attended the University 
of Pureto Rico. This is her 14th year 
teaching. “ I look forward to estab-
lishing a long term relationship at 
McA.”
 P.E teacher, Ms. Abby Ward 
graduated from Florida Memorial. 
She’s been teaching for seven years. 
“I want to win the state basketball 
championship”.
 Assistant principal JoAnn 
Ruiz graduated from Florida Atlan-
tic University and has taught ESOL,  
language arts, reading, and an In-
troduction to Business class for 15 

years . 
S h e 
h o l d s 
d e -
g r e e s 
i n 
b u s i -
n e s s 
admin-
i s t r a -
t i o n 
and ac-
count-
ing as 

well. 

Heather Paschal-Binns

Jessica Jean Baptiste

Waldo Mirambeau

Chris Canter

Leann Merchant

Giselle Conty-Moran

Abby Ward

Aundrea Duncan

Naima Khan-Ghany

Phillips Perez

Charles Moorer

JoAnn Ruiz

Neal Cain“ I look forward to getting to know 
all of my students and watching them 
succeed. It’s cheesy, but it works.”


